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exploration of space, there was little public disagreement. The lines of disseiit, as well as its possibility, were determined by or among the scientific specialists.
The difficulties of communication and of more and more narrow specialization were also a matter of concern in the social sciences, which made increasing use of complex mathematical tools and psychoanalytical concepts. Even philosophy, which had always at least pretended to provide a viable kind of "summing up" of knowledge, seemed intent on specializing. Unlike John Dewey, who died in 1952, most philosophers seemed content to ignore the discussion of large, complex issues that were close to the center of public concern, and to concentrate instead on the technical problems of epistemology in the field of symbolic logic.
Intensive specialization and burgeoning bureaucracy in science and scholarship reflected what seemed to be the most complex and impossible problem of communication: the difficulty of arriving at any sort of understating between the United States and the Communist world. There was ksolid basis for the conflict between the two power blocs, but this was so^continually clouded and confused by scientific and ideological considerations that it seemed no language could provide an efficient and unambiguous method of communication. The increasing complexity erf life at home and the apparent impossibility of ending the Cold War created related anxieties in the minds of many Americans and helped give rise to strenuous campaigns to preserve in pristine simplicity the supposed virtues and ideals of "Americanism/'
Fear and National Loyalty
The Cold War stimulated a great deal of anxiety over the internal and external security of the nation. This anxiety was enhanced by the realization that in the hydrogen bomb first detonated in 1952, and in the new missiles and space satellites, man possessed for the first time in his long career weapons capable of destroying civilization and even organic life itself. Wh&i the Soviet Union's remarkable progress in military tedb-nology indicate^ that the United States no longer enjoyed its initial monopoly and in some ways lagged behind its foe, anxieties and fear reached an intensity that contrasted markedly with traditional American self-confidenc^